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Capital Campaign II: M.E.R.C.I. Beaucoup
By Robyn Cook, Director of Advancement

In 2019, Ecole Bilingue will expand its campus to include a fourth building dedicated to excellence in FrenchAmerican education. The CENTER FOR ARTS & ATHLETICS will be a state-of-the-art facility for literary,
culinary, and visual arts. It will enhance our students’ education for years to come and feature a library, art
studio, kitchen, and dining hall as well as a dedicated space for many types of athletic activities. Located directly
on Magazine Street, it will strengthen our school’s status as an institution in the
City of New Orleans. To fund this endeavor, Ecole Bilingue is launching
our second Capital Campaign: "M.E.R.C.I. Beaucoup." The goal is to raise
$800,000 for the expansion and renovations. Having already raised
$248,000, we've got $552,000 to go! For more information about the
building progress and the capital campaign, please reach out to
us at anytime by phone at 504.896.4500, or click HERE to give.

Core

Value:

Responsibility

T.R.E.E. FIVE-DAY TRIP
Contributors: Karine Rochont, Collège Teacher and Rose Goodman

What is T.R.E.E.? - Rose Goodman
In 1995, T.R.E.E. (Teaching Responsible Earth Education) opened its
doors to promote environmental sustainability and teach such practices
through a comprehensive curriculum. Using "outdoor classrooms,"
T.R.E.E. implements this curriculum into an interactive learning
experience where participants not only learn about earth education and
life science, but they truly live it.

RESPONSIBILITY
Written by Pierre-Loïc Denichou,
Academic Director
Translated by Rose Goodman

In August 2017, Ecole Bilingue
launched a special curriculum that
would emphasize the following core
values year-round on a rotating basis:
respect, responsibility, resilience,
empathy and integrity. Our current
value? Responsabilité.
In life, our responsibilities are
constantly evolving depending on

CM2 travels to T.R.E.E - Karine Rochont

circumstances; what remains constant,

Last year, our students completed the first level of T.R.E.E., known as
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EB, we are constantly demonstrating
to students that they have a

Throughout the trip, students lived in complete immersion and

responsibility, both at home and at

oneness with nature. At the campsite - located near Covington, LA -

school. From doing their best on their

students engaged in a wide variety of activities, all with underlying
messages about the different ways in which human activity impacts our
planet. The motto along the way? Learn through play!
Scientific lessons such as the water cycle, photosynthesis, and the food
chain also made their way into the daily agenda. The goal here is that,
in educating children about the environmental implications and
necessities of these processes, they will become more conscious of the
world around them. Ultimately, by fostering such an ecological
enlightenment, T.R.E.E. is hoping to create Mother Nature’s guardians

homework, to dressing and tying their
shoes on their own, we demonstrate
the necessity of acting independently
and responsibly to students of all ages.
Equally as integral, we highlight the
fact that responsibility goes beyond
yourself, and extends to your
relationships with other living beings,
from your brother or sister, to your

and ambassadors for generations to come.

classmate, to a pet!

The curriculum focused heavily on
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unal growth together, we have all
come to know one another on a
deeper level. Thanks to this
beautiful voyage, we have a brand
new community dynamic in class.
You may now call me Karine or
Poppy, my name aboard the Earth
Sunship.
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golden rule & the foundation of
responsibility: treat others how would
you like to be treated! For the
remaining time that responsibility is
our current core value, students will
work on projects in their respective
classes centered on the idea of
responsibility.
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Middle School Book Club

Part I of II:
Social Issues
By Cynthia Garza, Collège Teacher

In middle school, relationships, academic pressure, and a growing awareness of wider societal problems start
to weigh more heavily on students. My answer to helping students wade through the stresses that arise in
middle school is books. A recent Washington Post article titled “Does Reading Fiction Make You a Better
Person?” argues that reading, especially literature, has proven to increase people’s ability to empathize with
others and to be more socially aware.
Our 6th grade Social Issues Book Club unit uses the power of reading to transform how we see others and to
show us new ways to be kind, to connect, and to stand up for what is right. We began our unit with Jacqueline
Woodson’s Harbor Me as a mentor text, which provided rich discussions on how perspective, power, and
conflict affect characters. We also analyzed tone, author’s intent, characterization, and context. Next, students
moved onto a student choice text and formed book clubs based on their chosen title.
Book clubs give students agency in that they choose what they will read and transfer skills built during our
reading of the mentor text into their student choice text. They decide together how far they will read each
night and on the work they will do in their writing notebooks to help grow their reading levels. They are
expected to come to class ready to discuss specific passages, and they hold each other accountable.

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS
Esperanza Rising is about a girl who lives on her family’s ranch in Mexico with a beautiful home, servants, and
fancy clothes. When her father dies, and she loses everything, her family is forced to move to the US and
settle in a farm worker camp, where she has to do manual labor as a child. This book made us realize that you
really can never know how much someone has been through, and even if their family is different from yours,
they deserve to be treated with dignity and respect. - Clara Mauvais-Jarvis and Owen Morris
Ghost is about a boy named Castle who flees his home with his mother because his father is a violent man. He
wants to join the track team, and he resorts to stealing shoes because he can’t afford to buy any. Thanks to his
track coach, who listens to him, notices his stolen shoes, and teaches him a lesson, Castle gets guidance. We
learned from this book that you cannot run away from your problems. You have to face them head on, and
sometimes, even though we may not notice it, people are facing their troubles every day. - Manon Bury, Davy
Jahnke-Alves, and Karina Nichols
Lily and Dunkin is about a friendship between two eighth graders - Lily, a transgender girl, and Dunkin, a boy
. for friends so he lets himself be
with bipolar disorder. Dunkin moves to Lily’s school and is desperate
persuaded to join the basketball team by a group of boys who want Dunkin’s height on the team. Dunkin
faces serious consequences when he stops taking his medication to try to be faster on the court. Meanwhile,
Lily’s father is slow to accept who she is. From reading this book, we learned that how people are born is not
their fault. Instead of trying to change who they (or who we) are, we should try to accept and understand
people as they are. - Isabel Garza Walker, Sofia Roberts, and Eden Rung
December 2018
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EB Teachers Present MS Transcription
Project at National ACTFL Conference
by Sophie Capmartin, Resource Coordinator

On Saturday, November 17, Sophie Capmartin (Resource Coordinator), Cynthia Garza (English Middle
School Humanities Teacher), and Anissa Tazi (French Middle School Humanities Teacher) presented their
on-going project with EB 7th graders on transcribing and translating French colonial archival documents at
the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) annual convention. ACTFL is the
largest annual world languages expo in North America. The conference highlights the best and most
innovative practices in the teaching and learning of all languages at all levels of instruction.
Capmartin, Garza, and Tazi’s talk, entitled “The Founding of New Orleans: Working on Archives in the
Language Classroom,” showcased the historical bilingual project they have been working on with the current
7th grade class. The students have been working on the creation of a digital exhibit that displays original
manuscripts on the founding of New Orleans (circa 1718) housed at The Historic New Orleans Collection
(THNOC). The exhibit not only provides a short historical presentation and analysis of these primary source
documents but also their original and unprecedented transcription. Started in January of 2018, the project
worked to familiarize the students with the historical context of the French colonial expansion in Louisiana.
A field trip to THNOC’s Williams Research Center gave the students the unique opportunity to see and
touch the documents with which they were working. Since last spring, the students have been transcribing
and analyzing the documents (a herculean effort). Blaze D’Amico – a Tulane intern – also assisted the
students through the transcription and early digitization process. For the past few weeks, the class has been
focusing on building up the digital exhibit and they hope to launch it in early 2019.
This project’s primary objectives were to enhance students’ critical thinking skills and to teach them how to
efficiently evaluate historical information by adopting the perspective and using the methodology of real
historians. This project also strengthens the involvement of the EB students within the local francophone
community and expands it, as the digital platform should be available for both French and English readers.

FEEDBACK FROM

THE STUDENTS
"My favorite activity was when we went to the HNOC museum to look at real historic documents." - Alexander Eskew,
5ème
"It was hard to read, transcribe, and analyze the document because Bienville did not have good handwriting. And we
didn’t really know much about what he was writing about at first." - Berit Stolz, 5ème
"My favorite part was rewriting the text. Even though it was challenging it was still fun." - Paxton Ramsay, 5ème
"It was challenging because they had another way of writing so you had to try to figure out what the word was. It was
interesting because it described the place in that time period." - Ishell Helmcke, 5ème
"In the majority of the document, the words were extremely hard to read but sometimes we would figure it out by seeing
which word would fit in the sentence best." - Euan Edwards, 5ème
"I learned that there were different names for locations back then. It was challenging to transcribe the document because
it was in old French and it was hard to read. My favorite activity was last year (6th grade), when me, Lillian, Kaylee,
and Berit went to the HNOC to get our documents and had Felipes for lunch." - Nico Link, 5ème
December 2018
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Community Spotlight
NMP's Tricentennial Mural
By Neal Morris, Founder of Nola Mural Project

A Bit of Background
The mission of the NMP is to change the

Sonia Gaulard:

unconstitutional mural regulations in New Orleans.
To that end, we match wall owners and artists so
that New Orleanians can enjoy this beautiful art

Teacher by Day, Singer by Night
Interview of Sonia Gaulard, Moyenne Teacher

form and understand that art where the wall
owner gives the artist permission to paint is not
"graffiti." Anyone who has been to Paris has been
wowed by the amazing street art there. In fact,
French Street art was the inspiration for this mural.
Celebrating 300 Years of French Heritage
Our children are all E.B. kids, and one of our
fondest family memories is riding bikes through
Paris looking at street art. We thought it would be
great to commemorate the 300th anniversary of
the founding of New Orleans by inviting a French
street artist to come to New Orleans and create a
mural. A few years ago, we invited the Italian
muralist Hitnes to paint the big pelican on the wall
next to the new Magazine St. expansion and it was a
great experience for everyone. We ran the idea past
our friends at Hartwig Moss Insurance and the
French Consulate and everyone got really excited
about the project. From the beginning, everyone
wanted to incorporate Arts Education into the
project. Kidsmart has been a fantastic fit and then it
is a no brainer for a French artist to work with
students who speak French. Pauline Dides and
Mary Burns thought it was a great idea, and that's
how the E.B. 6th grade ended up being muralists.

by Rose Goodman

R: How old were you when you began singing?
S: I have been singing ever since I could talk. I joined
my first choir at twelve years old, where I began
honing skills in genres such as jazz and folk.
R: Do you come from a family of musicians?
S: No, I am the only one. I believe my parents got me
into singing because they recognized that, from a
young age, I needed to express myself. Singing was
the best way for me to do that at that age.
R: When did you start performing in concerts?
S: Officially, when I joined the choir that I
mentioned. Before that, I was always putting on
private concerts for my family in our home.
R: Do you prefer to sing in French or in English?
S: I really enjoy both, but I have to say that I prefer
French since it is my native language. I have
experience singing in many languages, though,
including Spanish and Latin.
R: What genre do you sing?
S: Gospel, which I actually hadn't even tried until last
year in New Orleans. A very open-minded, eclectic
choir that I joined at Tulane introduced me to it. I
have loved singing with them!
R: Do you dream of becoming a full-time singer?
S: I already have two albums out with my first choir,
but no, I do not wish to pursue singing full-time.
Teaching is my first passion, and singing my second,
so I am very content to do it in my spare time!
R: When can we see you perform next?
S: The Gospel Tent at Jazz Fest!
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