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Head of School Pauline Dides in Boston, MA
By Pauline Dides, Board Member & Secretary, Association of French Schools in North America

From November 8 - 11, the Association of French Schools in North America (AFSA) held its annual US
conference in Boston, Massachusetts. At approximately 90 attendees, this conference is the largest gathering for
heads of French-American schools in the world. Highlights include an exchange of information and practices,
informational sessions by expert speakers, and the opportunity to bring back innovative approaches to our
respective schooling systems. Guided by the theme of "Reimagine Schools: Thought and Perspectives for AFSA
Schools," this year's speakers focused primarily on ways to adapt our approaches to educating. A seminar by
Alastair Blyth, on how to use space to enhance the child's learning experience, stood out to me as something that
we have strived to implement here at Ecole Bilingue. Specifically, the ideas of natural light and open space,
which Blyth highlighted in his speech, played major roles in the layout for the new
Center for Arts & Athletics. This educational conference always benefits the school.
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COULEURS DU MONDE
EB-Tree at Celebration in the Oaks, City Park
By Leslie Michel, EB-Parent
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By Laure Holmgren, Moyenne Teacher
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“I can’t say enough about GOTR. In just her first year, it was great to see Alexia commit to
and embrace the training for her first 5K. Equally exciting, were all the valuable lessons she
shared about being considerate of others, exuding confidence and being healthy. Race day
was fun and seeing her finish the race made us so proud.” - Joel Vilmenay, EB-Parent
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parent-chaperones, and teachers got
to dig into a delicious Thanksgiving
potluck! Merci beaucoup to all who
contributed to this beautiful day!
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Celebrating Dia de Los Muertos
By Elena Countiss, Collège Spanish Teacher

About Dia de los Muertos
We commonly associate Dia de los Muertos (or “Day of the Dead,” as it is known in American culture) with
the haunted and macabre nature of Halloween. While the two holidays do overlap in some ways, Dia de los
Muertos actually focuses neither on goons and gowls, nor skeletons and pumpkins. Taking root in Aztec
communities in Southern Mexico over three-thousand years ago, observers of this holiday today believe that,
on midnight on October 31st, the souls of all deceased children come to reunite with their families on Earth
for a day. Then, the souls of deceased adults visit on November 1st at midnight. This is a holiday and a
celebration of departed souls and loved ones, involving festive face painting, picnics in cemeteries where
deceased loved ones rest, and colorful altars and shrines.
Celebrating in Spanish Class
To prepare for and celebrate Dia de los Muertos in Spanish class, Señora Elena invited Lorena Salazar
Vizcarra, Director of the Mexican Cultural Institute in New Orleans, to speak with our sixth and seventh grade
students. Ms. Vizcarra’s talk intrigued the students and provided them with fascinating historical accounts of
this tradition. To continue the celebration, on October 30 and 31st, these students then had the opportunity to
have their faces painted to look like skulls! In alignment with the culture and traditions surrounding this
holiday, this face painting activity demonstrated the common belief in Mexican culture that death represents
a natural cycle of life, and that this modern day face-painting activity represents the expression of a loved one
who has died. Traditional symbols, such as flowers and decorative skulls, painted in bright pint colors
compliment the black-and-white painted face.
About Lorena Salazar Vizcarra, Guest Speaker
We selected Lorena Salazar Vizcarra as our speaker because, as the Director of the Mexican Cultural Institute
for the Mexican Consulate in New Orleans, she regularly organizes, promotes and represents the culture, arts
and traditions of her country, Mexico. She has a BA in International Affairs from the University of
Guadalajara and has studied at the University of Paris East Creteil. She completed her formation in
Diplomacy at the Matias Romero Institute in Mexico City and has resided in New Orleans since 2015.
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Gardening Project at Fabian Hall
by Marco Bury, CM Teacher

Since the beginning of the school year, the fourth graders have been working
on a new yearly project. Our goal is to create a vibrant and flourishing garden
outside of the 812 building. This project is born from the idea that the best way
to teach students about the nature is to let them be part of the process.
Seeing as this year marks the beginning of this gardening project, I thought it
best to start small with just three medium-sized, rectangular planters. Next
year, we hope to have an official garden space and plant directly in the ground
- a step that will allow us grow bigger, more ambitious plants.
Before beginning the physical gardening process with the students, we first
spent some time in the classroom learning about the the benefits of green
plants in our ecosystem, and more narrowly even in our classroom!
A few weeks ago, one student even brought in a huge plant from her house.
Now, we have two students responsible for taking care of the plants, watering
them just enough, monitoring the amount of daily sunlight they receive,
etcetera.
The first gardening activity we worked on was to grow some beans. We began
by looking carefully at one seed to describe and draw it in detail. Then we cut
it opened and observed its insides. We researched each the scientific name of
each interior part, and completed a sketch of the plant in full. Next, we talked
about different ways to grow seeds without planting them in the soil. We chose
to use cotton balls and paper napkins to start the seeds, and continued to
nurture them through watering. We then placed half of them closed Ziploc
bags, and the rest in jars.
We photographed them for three weeks, regularly comparing each one’s
growth all the while. We concluded that the ones in the Ziploc bags grew more
quickly and larger than did the others, which the students decided mostly
likely was attributed to the humidity trapped in the bag. Finally, we
transplanted the little plants into small pots where they stayed for two more
weeks before moving to their final destination: planters!

.
For the second activity, we planted our first generation of seeds. Before that,
we had to prepare the planters, which involved numerous steps: clean them
up, remove the existing soil, move them to the right spot, and refill them. This
required hard work because we were outside under the hot sun, moving heavy
soil bags and buckets. We dug up some clumps of grass and replanted them
somewhere else. After two classes of such dedication, the planters were ready
to welcome the young plants.
For the first round, we planted seasonal vegetables such as cabbages, broccolis,
mustard greens, collard greens, basil, and eggplants. Two days later, we already
had to fight bugs away from eating our young plants. For now, we are not sure
but think that the bugs are ladybug larvae and small aphids. We hope to see
our vegetables continue growing until the day can bite into & taste them!
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EB Webradio: A Student-Run Radio
A Student-Run Network
By Julien Chaillou, Athletics Teacher

“3,2,1 … Silence!” Once the teacher gives the signal, it’s up to the students to call the shots. First, the
technicians adjust the volume levels, then the show host maps out the progression of the show and the
topics the episode will cover; finally, it’s the commentators who interject and elaborate on their respective
topics throughout.
Even if the episode that you find online only lasts about a dozen or so minutes, that episode required hours
and hours of work to come to fruition. Webradio is a tiring, demanding project, but formative rewarding,
when completed. Written language, spoken language, researching information and making sense of what
you find, discussions and coordination between guests and speakers on the show; the list of simultaneous
and tedious tasks required of this project continues.
Our Middle School students have already teste the complex technology and mechanics behind WebRadio.
This past month, they completed and published their first two episodes, which you can find on the school’s
website. The result of this episode? Indisputable: our students have accomplished something extraordinary.

.
This first success story shows as that we have many more to come in our future of Webradio. The second
session is already set for the start of December. While Middle School students will be back for more
showtime, you will also have the chance to hear from CM1 students (and hopefully Moyenne Section!).
It is essential to understand that Webradio does not serve as simply a representation of a few of our
students; rather, it is a school-wide endeavor requiring everyone’s time, dedication, and creative minds.
Over the course of this project, Webradio will invite each and every class to come contribute its unique
perspective to the show. Eventually, even parents of participating students will be asked on to the show!
In undertaking this new adventure, Ecole Bilingue has become part of an important network of bilingual,
French-American Webradio programs across the world. This program is an initiative begun and supported
by Mission Laïque Française to teach students confidence in public speaking, freedom in journalistic
endeavors, and technological and mechanical efficiency. We are thrilled to have the opportunity to offer
such an advanced program and look forward to sharing more episodes with you.
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