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Que pasa ?Sculpture Art

V o l u m e  V

Paul DiPasquale, renowned sculptor 
and father of EB's beloved Mrs. 

Mary Burns, visits EB art classes for 
a presentation on his career and 
what it means to be an artist. His 
lesson inspired a fabulous follow-

up project. See Page 04. 

I have done some investigating about a topic that is pertinent to our children in today's world: electronics 
and sleep patterns. Is there a link? I will list below the tips provided in a very insightful article, entitled 
"Tech at bedtime: Do electronic media devices cause sleep problems in children?," but I would 
recommend your reading the article in its entirety at your leisure. 

Madame Gwen and her CE2-A class 
have proven that you really can do 

it all! Between schoolwork and visits 
to famed historical sites, they still 
find time to plant, grow, pick, and 

cook their very own vegetables. 
Find out more on Page 03.  

Class Spotlight

S C R E E N  T I M E  +  S L E E P :  I S  T H E R E  A  L I N K ?
A message from Nurse Susan, R.N.

Protect kids from violent or troubling media content both before bed and during the day. Even 
violent material viewed during the day can cause interruption of sleep.
Create an electronic  ̈black out” period for at least 1 hour prior to bedtime. It remains unclear if an 
hour is enough, but studies show that it does make a difference. If you cannot or will not stop using 
devices prior to bedtime, at least use a blue light filter. Blue light filters help with melatonin 
secretion, increased drowsiness, and shorter delays when falling asleep. 
Check your child's room for night lights and other comforting objects that emit blue light. Night 
lights that are actually marketed to reduce anxiety & help children sleep often use blue light.

Señora Elena and her Spanish 
classes welcome Argentinian 

author Señora Florencia to the 
classroom. After hearing her book 
read aloud, the class launches their 

own book-writing project!
Check it out on Page 02. 

https://www.parentingscience.com/Electronic-media-and-sleep-problems-in-children.html
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In the sixth and seventh grade Spanish classes, we have recently 
launched a book-writing project that will last from now until May. 
Over the course of this assignment, each student will design, write, 
illustrate, and edit his or her own fourteen-page book. They have all 
chosen their own topics and are currently developing ideas and 
themes in their borradors (draft books). In seeing this project through 
from start to finish, I am hoping to provide students with an 
enriching and creative experience that will take their Spanish 
written expression, vocabulary, grammar, and comprehension 
abilities to new heights. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After hearing about this huge undertaking, and, on top of that, being 
so blown away by our students’ comprehension of her story, Señora 
Florencia gave us our very own copy of her book! We had such a 
great time sharing our ideas with and bouncing book topics off of 
her, and cannot wait to share her story with future classes. In fact, we 
have already invited Señora Florencia to return to Ecole Bilingue in 
the future to read her delightful book to the sixth graders, and also 
to see the completed books of all of the seventh grade Spanish 
students. Thank you to Señora Florencia for the outstanding book 
presentation and the inspiration to write a Spanish book!

B O O K - W R I T I N G  P R O J E C T

A U T H O R  
V I S I T  

Students in seventh grade Spanish 

class had the opportunity to hear 

Señora Florencia Schabelman 

from Argentina speak on Friday, 

February 1st. She read her 

bilingual book, Mis Nuevos Vecinos 

(My New Neighbors), to the class 

in Spanish so that they could both 

understand her engaging story 

and hear her beautiful 

Argentinian accent. Señora 

Florencia went on to explain her 

unique design process for the 

book -- communicating via the 

Internet with an illustrator living 

in Pakistan --  in both Spanish and 

English.  

 

She made special note of the fact 

that she has never taken writing 

classes in her life, and, while she  

is a published author and has read 

her book aloud to several 

audiences, she has never 

considered herself a famous 

writer. Her book is dedicated to 

her granddaughters who live in 

Maryland, and who provided her 

with the inspiration to write a 

book about the adventures of two 

ducks living in a neighborhood.

Que pasa ?
Current Spanish Projects

By Elena Countiss, English/Spanish Teacher

STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

"My book project will be 
special because it is about the 
adventures of a student. I will 

like to draw and write in 
Spanish in a fourteen-page 
blank book. It will be a bit 
hard, but I can do it! I will 

learn lots of new vocabulary."
- Clara Mauvais-Jarvis,

5ème

“The book project is fun 
and engaging. I like to 

draw and write to develop 
my characters. We are free 
to be ourselves as authors 

and illustrators in Spanish! 
I am ready to begin my 

blank book after completing 
my borrador (draft) book.”

- Al-Hassan Chegdali-
Hachimi, 6ème

“In 4th grade, I didn’t feel 
comfortable [in Spanish] 

because I had to get used to 
another language. Now, in 
5th grade, I am getting my 

confidence and want to keep 
speaking more Spanish so I 
can use it on my future trips 

to Costa Rica.”
- Aidan Johnson,

CM2
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GARDEN TO TABLE

THE PITOT HOUSE/MAISON PITOT

The Pitot House gives today's visitors a sense of 
what life might have looked like in the Crescent 
City over two centuries ago. This structure, 
situated in the heart of historic Bayou St. John,  
belongs to both the Louisiana Landmarks Society 
and serves as a National Trust for Historic 
Preservation Partner Place. Though it has housed 
several regionally famous and prestigious families 
over the years, the official name of the house pays 
homage to James Pitot, one of the most 
prominent of its homeowners as he served as the 
very first Mayor of the City of New Orleans. 
Today, the Pitot House stands as the only Creole 
colonial country house open to the public in New 
Orleans.
 
This month, Madame Gwen and Madame 
Marianne's CE2/third grade classes visited the 
Pitot House for a private tour. The children loved 
the educational and historical aspects of this field 
trip, and even got to enjoy an afternoon in the sun 
at nearby City Park afterwards. Following this 
excursion, students felt so inspired by what they 
had learned that they even proposed a second 
tour - but this time, en français ! On April 2nd and 
April 4th, Madame Gwen and Madame Marianne's 
classes, respectively, will lead their own tours in 
French of the Pitot House. Stay tuned for more 
event details!

Going, going, going... GREEN! Madame Gwen's 
class and their Atelier cuisine, or Cooking Class, 
have had an impressive line up of made-from-
scratch meals this school year. Each recipe 
begins with freshly grown and hand-picked 
vegetables from their designated garden at EB, 
where they grow everything from broccoli to 
carrots to cauliflower, and more. Just this 
month, they successfully grew their third 
cauliflower plant and first giant carrot (click 
here for a video of them picking some veggies 
from the garden)! 
 
After carefully cultivating the plants and 
plucking them from the soil, Madame Gwen 
shows the students healthy recipes that they can 
make with these fresh ingredients! So far, they 
have made a delicious broccoli and fennel soup, 
dressings, and salads galore. The Atelier cuisine 
offers a unique addition to our curriculum: 
showing students how easily they can eat right, 
go green, and make an IMPACT!

Class Spotlight
 Contributed to by Madame 

Gwen of CE2-A

 
STUDENT TESTIMONIALS

"J'aime m'occuper du jardin parce que c'est joyeux. Ce que 
j'aime m'occuper dans le jardin c'est tous les légumes. Ce 
que j'ai préféré cuisiner et goûter c'est la salade parce que 

c'est joyeux et délicieux." - Marie Alciatore
 

"J'aime m'occuper du jardin parce que tu peux manger 
après! Ce que j’ai préféré goûter c’est le choux-fleur. Ce que 
j’ai préféré cuisiner c’est la salade parce que tu fais la même 

recette et c’est toujours différent." - Cilie Stroup
 

"J’aime ce projet parce que j’aime arroser des carottes. Ce 
dont j’aime m’occuper dans le jardin c’est les carottes parce 
que c’est moi qui est apporté les graines. Ce que j’ai préféré 
cuisiner et goûter c’est la salade parce que tu peux mettre 

les choses dessus." - Miles Jungbacker

https://www.facebook.com/ecole.bilingue.nola/videos/392518397964736/
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PAUL DIPASQUALE AT ECOLE BILINGUE
W O R L D  F A M O U S  S C U L P T O R  V I S I T S

 
 
With a lifetime of sculpting under his belt, Paul 
DiPasquale has earned his title as a world-famous 
sculptor. Though he resides and many of his pieces 
remain in Richmond, Virginia, DiPasquale has created 
several sculptures over the course of his career that 
have been installed in other cities and become 
recognizable across the globe. DiPasquale specializes in 
a combination of two things: public, outdoor 
sculptures of great magnitude, and art that depicts a 
historical lesson or commemorates a certain 
time/piece of historical importance. 
 
Some of his most famous works include "Connecticut," 
a life-size structure that pays homage to the Native 
American population, which has been installed in 
multiple prominent locations over the span of the last 
twenty years; a fourteen-foot tall piece named "The 
Headman," dedicated to the African American 
population's historic contribution to the Richmond 
waterways; and, last but not least, "King Neptune," 
which, at thirty-four feet in height, looms tall over the 
entrance to the ocean boardwalk in Virginia Beach, 
Virginia, and pays an unmistakable tribute to Greek 
mythology's King Neptune, God of the Sea. 
 
Beyond these "claims to fame," DiPasquale's biggest 
accomplishment remains that he is father to our very 
own Mrs. Mary Burns, EB Art Teacher... Clearly, 
artistic talent runs in this family!

Thanks to Mary Burns and her coordination, 
Ecole Bilingue had the honor of welcoming 
Mr. DiPasquale to our campus! He gave an 
invaluable presentation to our art classes, 
sharing wisdom gained through years of 
experience, resilience, and devoting his life to 
his passion. In discussing the reasons why he 
has chosen to spend his life making art, he 
explains that he sees his career as a gift that 
he has given to himself, and sometimes to 
other people. He describes making a gift for 
oneself as inherently making a gift for others, 
because when you do those things that you 
truly, deeply want, they will inevitably 
produce a beautiful result, which will then 
spread good and light through the world.
 
More specifically to his sculpture art, he 
spoke about the importance and satisfaction 
that he has found in creating art that fits into 
a historical, physical, or social context. 
Following Mr. DiPasquale's talk and visit, Ms. 
Mary launched an art project that would allow 
her students to do just that: put 3D pieces of 
their own creations into physical context. 
They used shadows, pipe-cleaners, and 
contrasting colors to achieve the desired 
effect. A few samples of their talented artwork 
are pictured above. Merci beaucoup à M. 
DiPasquale et Madame Burns!

ABOUT THE ARTIST

VISIT TO EB

Contributed to by Mary Burns
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“Transcribing the Founding of New Orleans” is a bilingual project 
conducted by EB 7th graders. Archival documents from the Historic 
New Orleans Collection relating to the founding of New Orleans that 
did not yet have an official French transcription were selected. After 
transcribing the documents, the students created a digital exhibit to 
display their work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The exhibit features both the French transcription of the documents 
and a bilingual description of the document itself. Through their 
discovery of rare primary documents, students learned how to 
efficiently evaluate historical information by adopting the perspective 
of real historians. They also made available these resources for the 
wider francophone community as the digital platform is available on 
the Howard Tilton Library website. This project was made possible 
thanks to the assistance of the Historic New Orleans Collection and 
Tulane University.

T R A N S C R I B I N G  T H E  F O U N D I N G  O F  
N E W  O R L E A N S :  P R E S E N T A T I O N

H A P P Y  F E E T  
S O C K  D R I V E

I heard about the Happy Feet 
program through a family friend 
and agreed to be a student 
ambassador to get Ecole Bilingue 
involved. My job was to help 
spread the message and 
encourage our school community 
to donate socks. The program 
began when a young lady, then in 
8th grade, saw homeless people 
sleeping in the cold without socks. 
Now six years later, she has 
several schools involved with the 
project.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Saturday, we gathered 
together with the other 
participating schools, and 
delivered the donated socks to a 
homeless shelter called Ozanam 
Inn. Ecole Bilingue collected 
nearly 200 socks for the program, 
and in total this year, about 2,800 
socks were donated through the 
program! I am very honored to 
represent Happy Feet, and hope 
to participate again next year and 
collect even more socks for this 
wonderful project. Thanks to all 
who helped make this a successful 
event for our school!

Student Achievements

LPO YOUNG PEOPLE'S CONCERT

I am an EB-parent and I play cello in the Louisiana Philharmonic 
(LPO). The LPO performs two sets of educational concerts for stud-
ents every year all over the region. For several years, EB’s youngest 
students have attended our “Early Explorers” concerts, and the 2nd-
5th graders have attended our “Young People’s Concerts” (see: 
Carnegie Hall’s “Link Up” program). The concerts give students a 
chance to play along with the orchestra. This month, EB’s Cello Choir, 
which, like EB itself, is “small by design, excellent as a result”, celebrated turning 1.5 by playing 
Beethoven’s famous "Ode to Joy" with the LPO at Mahalia Jackson Theater. The four young cellists - Sif 
Boldissar, Jane-Owen Coleman, Adeline Kloor, and Felix Frugé-Wysocki - were joined by classmate 
Sophia Smith on violin, as well as their amazingly multi-talented music teacher, Lionel Bourau-Glisia. 
Merci to Lionel and Pauline for allowing me to start this cello club; I can’t wait to see how it grows.

By Jeanne Jaubert, EB-Parent

By Colin Rivera, 6ème

By Sophie Capmartin, Resource Teacher

https://www.carnegiehall.org/Education/Educators/Link-Up

